A 56-year-old self-employed scrap metal merchant collapsed and died at home nine days after presenting with a two-week history of lethargy, weight loss, indigestion, and abdominal pain. He had a history of indigestion and had tended to drink excessively. On initial examination he was obviously unwell and clinically anaemic. His liver was enlarged. Investigations showed Hb 9 g/dl, ESR 30 mm in first hour, blood urea and serum electrolyte concentrations within normal limits, serum alkaline phosphatase 291 IU/l. He died the day after a barium meal examination.
Postmortem examination showed that death was due to a massive intraperitoneal haemorrhage from a multinodular haemorrhagic tumour of the liver (total weight of liver 2200 g). The spleen (1500 g) was greatly enlarged and had a firm white fleshy cut surface (fig 
